Lathander Monastery in the
Pale

The Lathander monastery in the Pale is an old religious complex within the Pale, partially
swallowed by marsh and standing water but never entirely abandoned. Its proper historical name is
no longer widely established.

For generations the monastery safeguarded Emberglass, treating the relic as a sacred trust rather
than private property.

Overview

Stone walls and ironwork rise above mud and water around a partially collapsed gateway. Damp
has ruined much of the wooden ornamentation, and surviving stained glass is clouded by grime
and mold.

What survived here was not grandeur so much as routine: lamps kept filled, blankets folded, books
kept dry, and a shrinking community continuing its duties while the country around it emptied.

The occupied portions remained unusually orderly even as the surrounding region emptied. Chairs,
books, blankets, lamps, mosaics, and living quarters were maintained by the shrinking monastic
community. The principal hall preserves imagery associated with Lathander and renewal, while
lower chambers contain older residential rooms, some later sealed or boarded.

History

The monastery predates the quarantine. As the Pale was abandoned, most of its community
departed or died, but a small number of monks remained and continued their routines around the
relic.

By the time Emberglass left the site, the surviving clergy and the wider Church believed Lathander
had directed it to pass to Lady Elspeth Wilthorne for a pilgrimage. The elderly caretaker
surrendered the relic reluctantly but willingly because he understood doing so as an act of
obedience.
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The Church still treats that transfer as religious duty. The intended route, destination, rites, and
final purpose of the pilgrimage are not widely known.

Notable Locations

The Main Hall

The principal worship space contains faded murals and a large cracked mosaic associated with
Lathander's traditional themes of light, renewal, and creation.

The Lower Chambers

Stone stairs descend to old monastic rooms. Some remained in use by the final caretakers while
others were closed as the community dwindled.

The Elderly Caretaker

The monastery's principal caretaker had served there since his youth. Frail, poor of sight, and

dressed in old but carefully maintained robes, he regarded custody of Emberglass as the central
responsibility of his religious life.

His theology emphasized obedience without complete understanding. His personal name is not
presently established.
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